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costly and more accessible than ophthalmological
care. This study demonstrated that optometric
practices are accessible during more weekend and
evening hours and have shorter waiting periods for
appointments and lower fees for routine eye exami-
nations than ophthalmological practices.

The importance of practitioner fees is not limited
to its impact on the Medicare Program. Since this
study found that 50 percent of both ophthalmolo-
gists and optometrists were not accepting Medicare
Part B assignment in 1987, lower fees represent an
out-of-pocket savings to those Medicare beneficia-
ries using the services of nonparticipating provid-
ers.

During the past 14 years, 25 States modified
their laws to permit optometrists to use therapeutic
drugs in the treatment and management of ocular
diseases. This study’s findings provide further evi-
dence as to the cost and availability of routine eye
care by the nation’s eye care providers as the
remaining States debate optometry’s role in provid-
ing eye care.

References............ccovvivveereennannnnns

1. Health Resources and Services Administration, Bureau of
Health Professions: Seventh report to the President and
Congress on the status of health personnel in the United
States. U.S. Government Printing Office, Washington,
DC, March 1990, pp. XI-10.

2. Office of Technology Assessment: Health care in rural
America. Publication No. OTA-H-434. U.S. Government
Printing Office, Washington DC, September 1990, (@) p.
227, (b) pp. 275-276.

3. Langwell, K.: The market for vision care: analysis of the
geographic distribution of ophthalmologists and optome-
trists. Publication No. ODAM No. 2-86. Bureau of Health
Professions, Office of Data Analysis and Management,
1986, (a) pp. 3.29-3.30, (b) p. 3.9.

4. American Academy of Ophthalmology: Preferred practice
patterns: comprehensive adult examinations. San Francis-
co, 1988.

5. Grosvenor, T.: Primary care optometry. Professional Press
Books, New York, 1989.

6. Classe, J.: A review of professional liability cases affecting
the practice of optometry. J Am Optometric Assoc
57: 66-71, January 1986.

7. Classe, J.: Legal aspects of optometry. Butterworth, Bos-
ton, 1989, p. 47.

Superintendent of Documents Subscription Order Form

Order Processing Code:

*6731

D YES, please send me the following indicated subscriptions:
Public Health Reports, $12.00 domestic and $15.00 foreign.

The total cost of my order is $

. Prices include regular domestic postage

and handling and are subject to change. International customers please add 25%.

(Company or personal name)

(Please type or print)

Charge
your

(Additional address/attention line)

order.
It's

(Street address)

easy!

(City, State, ZIP Code)
( )

nit

r - N

(Daytime phone including area code)

Please Choose Method of Payment:
D Check payable to the Superintendent of Documents

n . 4
S38

To fax your

D GPO Deposit Account

CITTTTTI-0

orders and

D VISA or MasterCard Account

(202) 275-0019

HEEEEENEEEEEEEEEEEEE

(Credit card expiration date)

Thank you for your order!

(Signature)

Mail To: Superintendent of Documents, Government Printing' Office,

Washington, DC 20402-9371

July-August 1991, Vol. 108, No. 4 459



: vatesectors

INFORMATION FOR CONTRIBUTORS
TO PUBLIC HEALTH REPORTS

Public Health Reports is the journal of

_the U.S. Public Health Service, pub-

lished six times a year by the-Depart-
- ment of Health and Human Services. Its
readership includes the public health
community at large, both in the United

. States and abroad, at the local, State,

and national levels, in the publ:c and pn-

pmrsconcemedthhﬁ\emahyfaoets
promotlon mw m eommumty
- medicine, and the delivery of hea

ices, aswellasteohmea!reports

4 “:dqqgmentmg studies and research.

. Papers on new programs, new projects,
_and.new ideas, even when they are
experimental in nature, are welcomed.

~ Letters to the editor commenting on °

= speciﬁcaniclespubushedmthajoumal
are encouraged. -
- Public Health Reports amdes are
" abstracted in various journals, such as
- Abstracts for Social Workers, Current
Literature in Family Planning, and so on.
~ They are indexed in the annual Cumu-
_fated Index Medicus and monthly Index
Medicus of the National Library of Medi-

- ‘'cine and the Cumulative index to Nurs-

Ing and Alied Health Litersture. The ful

_ text of articles is available on the MEDIS
- dlata base; synopses are available on the

- GTE Telenet Medical Information

. All-manuscripts are considered with

*the understanding that they have not
~ been submitted for publication else-
where. Aimost all papers are reviewed

464 Public Health Reports

" by technical experts in govemmeht

the private sector. Comments of the
referees are made available .to

matted in MS DOS. (A puma AﬁCII'S
file or a XyWrite Ill Plusﬂ 3

should be addressed 'to‘ .
Executlve EditOf

‘Rockville, MD m
Telephone (301) 443-0762;
FAX (301) 443-1719

S




U.S. DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES -

Public Health Service §OC?nd-Cla:sFMaul o

Room 13C-26 Parklawn Bidg. ostage and Fees Paid
) PHS-OASH

5600 Fishers Lane . 540

Rockville, MD 20857 SSN 0033-3

OFFICIAL BUSINESS
PENALTY FOR PRIVATE USE, $300

PUBLIC HEALTH REPORTS ¢ PHS 91-50193 ¢ (USPS 324-990)



